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Now a Poor Identifier 
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on 16 March 1962, the Soviets said that it 
ific research satellites which would: 
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Tie "Cosmos" is being applied to. certai 
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2) Test vehicles. 

3) Certain other vehicl 
#|SI reported to the UN, bu 

;:r ■ ' 



Ct /i 






tet^w 



lig 



j . *ps V' 4 .'i 
- f " 



B 



t 







s&gm&nts of the, 
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vehicles - - launched from the Tyuratam (TT) Mi s sile Test Range.. 
Other- vehicles assigned to the Cosmos series" but which do not fall 



either of the 2 preceding categorie. 
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(Nos. 1 ,2,3,5 ,6,8, 11,14,17, 19 , 23, 25 ,26, 31 , 36) 
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Ail of the successful KY Cosmos launches appear to have been 
or participation in the research program announced for the Cos, 

exception, the first Cosmos appears to have been merely a test c 
system and ground support and ground tracking facilities at KY 
ds has executed all the announced Cosmos missions, but each of 
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®i‘°b’s4ia.s < been ;or, ,could*haye beenlperfo r-m e d in soi^e'’cfe^r.e.e'’by 
or more of the KY Cosmoses. 
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Payload Char acteristics. o There appear s to be a basic, ’ standard KY Goar 
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ous apparent differences in instrumentation, telemetry, and, pos- 
power supplies. A few of the vehicle s, however , have been identical 
rly so, such as Cosmoses 3 and 5; at least they performed nearly 
r missions. ■ 

e basic KY Cosmos payload appears to be, of spherical shape, about 5 
diameter , in the 300- to 800 -pound; weight class, and spin stabilized 

vary with differences in instrumentation, communications gear, and 
supply . Electrical power for operation of onboard systems, including 
Fnicatloiis ;:%#roba)Sl#Sfriv^^m solar 
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18 or more ion traps. These yarb 
at a variety of orbital altitude s. 
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ill belts, lie within the principal region of interest for 
pace flight within the next decade. 

E^KfclSRBjRele.* The standard KY launch vehicle is a 2-stage device. 

The first stage has never been identified positively, but it is probably eitl 
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Reliability.; Launch reliability 
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Reliability . Launch reliability of the KY Cosmoses has varied for some 
unknown reason. The first 2 launch attempts (late 1961) failed, hot unexpects 
for initial trials; then m 1962 and 1 963, 1 0 consecutive .launches were sue ~ 
ce ssful; but in the past 1 2 months there haveubeen 3 failures out of 9 launches 
T6L., Reliability of mission achievement. ofv-the,KY ^smoses^can orily/he* sjlt*- 

mised, since . the. West never knows the exact' mission of any spe'cific/vehi.c 
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some degree, of mission failure seems indi cated. • 
issions ceased within a day or two after launch; 
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(NOS * 4 >7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18, 20, 22,24, 28,29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35,37,45) 

T , he pr *”i ry "“**"» o£ the reC ° Ve T b1 ' Cosmos vehtcles launch- 
from Tyuratam vs believed to be concerned with photor econnais sauce. Ear 
vehicles were probably developmental, later vehicles appear to have ex ecu 
operational missions over Free World areas, particularly the United States 
and southern Canada.. This mission was long suspected, since all vehicles 
of this series were de -orbited, providing an opportunity for recovery of fill 
Now there is little doubt that these vehicle s are associated- with photbrecon 

* AU launches have been so timed that conditions were optimum for photog- 
raphy of the US and southern Canada; the vehicles were at perigee when • 

-- usually near mid-day - over photoreconnais- 
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« Orbits were relatively low, thus were favorable both for photorecon- 
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literature; all or most of the monitored data was probably recovered rather 






parameters of these vehicles, particularly the later ones. Orbits were 
usually inclined to the Equator at an angle of about 65 degree's, except for ' 

Cosmoses 32 and 35 , which had .inclinations of about 51 -degrees ; Both 

■ 

inclinations are suitable for photoreconnaissance of Free -World areas-, but 
the 5 1 -degree inclination is probably somewhat better for both reconnais- 
sarice ah d recovery. For example. Cosmos 32was over or near the US . 
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at perigee over the US and southern Canada during the best hours for photog- 
raphy. - ■ 
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■ y The -Venik upper stage is believed to weigh 55,700 pounds and to have a 
vacuum thrust of 65,000 pounds. 
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"The Moon Awaits Us" 

— a New Soviet Book 

Western journalists generated doubts in their readers minds a year ago 
about the existence of a Soviet man-on-the Moon program when they drew, 
unwarranted conclusions in describing certain remarks by Premier. Khru- 
shche.v about a Moon shot. Any doubts which- still remain should be. dis- 
pelled by the appearance of a new Soviet book, '-'The Moon Awaits Us. ' 

1 2 ve st i a state's that the book is . . about one of the most important prob- 
lems of cosmonautics. of the future -- a flight to our planet’s neare st celestial 

neighbor . . . 

1 ' Man's dream of many, centuries of vi siting the Moon ha s it s own history; 
it inspires numerous enthusiasts and' attracts 'explorers. And Soviet cosmo- 
nauts should by all rights be counted among them. The reader will fma out 
. (from this book) about the difficulties which will be met on this starry journey 

li g and about possible variations in. executing. the -first .landing m space. 
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